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Mumia Abu Jamal 


Read This! 

Ecomedia Toronto announces pub¬ 
lication of the Ontario Survival Guide, a 
collection of basic survival information 
for people on moderate-to-no income. 
There is emphasis both on how to 
locate and use government assistance 
programs, and on how people can 
work together to fill their needs without 
relying on the state. Topics include 
food, housing, clothing, employment, 
investment, consumer protection, 
child care, dealing with police and the 
law, information retrieval, ecology, 
animal liberation and much more. 
Available at Pages, DEC Books, This 
Ain’t the Rosedale Library and other 
locations for $7.95. Also, free un¬ 
bound copies available on request to 
any organization wishing to photo¬ 
copy part or all of the information for 
distribution to its supporters. Contact 
Ecomedia, P.O. Box 915, Station F 
Toronto M4Y 2N9. 


Framed Black 
Journalist 
on Death Row 


M umia Abu-Jamal is the only 
overtly political prisoner on 
death row in the U.S. Un¬ 
less activists in North America con¬ 
tinue to mobilize and intensify their 
protest, the U.S. State will murder 
an innocent man whom they've 
wanted dead for over 20 years. 

In 1968, aged 14, Jamal co¬ 
founded the Philadelphia chapter of 
the Black Panther Party for Self- 
Defense (BPP), a black organization 
which advocated self-determination 
and revolution through armed resis¬ 
tance to the racist state and police 
force. The brutal state-sponsored 
repression that the Panthers faced- 
foreshadowed what Jamal would 
eventually suffer. 

After the BPP was annihilated, 
Jamal became a widely acclaimed 
journalist. He was one of the few to 
accurately portray the 1978 siege of 
a MOVE (a Black Liberation, Anti- 
Industrial group) house in Powelton 
Village, Philadelphia, by over 600 
heavily armed cops. To report the 


events accurately was to reveal the 
caring humyns who comprise MOVE 
; and expose state terrorism. Jamal was 
; targeted for “neutralization” to ensure 
j that he would not report the truth 
j behind the planned massacre in 1985, 

| in which Philadelphia cops dropped a 
j bomb on a MOVE house, killing 11, 
j including 5 children, 
j On Dec. 9, 1981, Jamal was framed 
j for murdering a cop, although wit¬ 
nesses described the actual killer as an 
altogether different man. 

The prosecution was able to argue 
successfully for the death penalty by 
slandering defence witnesses and 
misleading the 11 member white jury. 

; The most blatant instance of deception 
| was the prosecution’s statement that 
Jamal would be granted “appeal after 
appeal” to have his sentence reduced. 

On Feb 1, 1990, the Pennsylvania 
I supreme court denied Jamal’s petition 
I to re-argue his final appeal. His fate 
: now rests with the U.S. Supreme 
| Court, where Chief Racist William 
(continued on page 2) 


















Formerly Progressive College Institutes Regressive Policies Aimed at Minorily and Activist Groups 


I n their inimitable style, police re¬ 
cently ended a peaceful anti-big- j 
otry rally by attacking the speaker' 
from behind, dragging him away in a 
choke hold and launching police dogs 
against demonstrators who tried to 
intervene. This happened not in South i 
Africa but at Oberlin College in Ohio, a 
supposedly progressive liberal arts 
college. It was the first wh ite institution 
in the USA to accept blacks and the 
first to go coeducational. 

The protest took place in April, dur¬ 
ing a national conference on tuition, 
corporate influence, and racism called 
“Education for the People.” Suppres¬ 
sion of the rally was part of an attempt 


by Oberlin to “update” its image to 
the ‘Harvard of the Midwest. 5 In the j 
process, massive tuition hikes have j 
virtually excluded low income stu- j 
dents from Oberlin, dining halls used j 
as gathering places for students of ! 
colour, were closed down while ten j 
million dollars were spent on a main- \ 
stream dining hall, gay organizations 
were excluded from listings of cam- ; 
pus groups, a black director of ad- ! 
missions resigned when his position 
was downgraded and no action was 
taken against football students who 
attacked protesters when a Contra j 
murderer came to speak. Finally, the 
president ordered police to break up 


the demonstration at the “Education 
for the People” conference. The pro¬ 
test was organized by such groups as 
the Latino Students Organization, the 
African-American Students Union, the 
Asian-American Alliance and the Les¬ 
bian Gay Bisexual Union. 

The more concerned a university 
becomes with its academic image, the 
less room there is at that university for 
people who genuinely seek to study 
what’s happening in the world. The 
University of Toronto has also struc¬ 
tured itself into an elitist learning 
centre whose students are too busy 
passing courses to be aware of what’s 
happening in the world around them. 


News Briefs 

The June issue of Love and Rage 
reports several bloody confrontations 
between the police and marginalized 
segments of the population in various 
parts of the USA. These include: 

TEANECK, NEW JERSEY-Angry, 
young African-American people 
smashedthewindowsofthelocalcop , 
shop and damaged police vehicles i 
after a 15-year-old African-American ! 
was murdered by a cop who shot him ■ 
in the back on April 11. The police i 
claimed that the victim had been I 
reaching into his pocket for a gun,but 
witnesses report that he was in fact 
unarmed. Teaneck is eight miles from 
New York City, and, according to the 
NAACP and other “respectable lead¬ 
ers”, has an image of racial harmony. 

CHICAGO-Nearly a thousand AIDS 
activits charged through three miles of 


downtown Chicago streets for four j 
hours on April 23, defying police on I 
horseback and foot as they visited I 
their wrath upon two insurance firms j 
which deny coverage to people with 
AIDS, the American Medical Asso- | 
ciation (which opposes alternative 
treatments) and the Cook County i 
Board (wh ich provides for care of only j 
15 patients in the AIDS ward, and 
excludes wimmen and children, even ; 
though over 800 people need such 
care.) Police arrested 134 of the 
demonstrators, including a blind man 
and his seeing-eye dog. 

NEWYORK-What began as a cele¬ 
bration of unity and solidarity in 
Tompkins Square Park on the Lower 
East Side on April 28 ended in a 
violent confrontation with the police. 
Police ordered the celebrants to dis¬ 
perse when their permit expired and 
began randomly clubbing those who 
declined to do so. This park has seen 


several violent conflicts in recent 
months between low income people 
who use the park and police acting on 
behalf of yuppies who have moved 
into the recently-gentrified area. 


Mumia 

from oagoj 

Rehnquist has made it clear that he 
considers death row appeals to be a 
waste of time, despite the fact that two 
condemned men were able to estab- 
! lish their innocence prior to their 
scheduled executions in 1988. 

Jamal’s case clearly illustrates the 
racist use of the death penalty and 
proves that people in Amerika can and 
are being incarcerated and sentenced 
to death solely because of their politi¬ 
cal beliefs. 









Canadian Corporations in South Africa Still Thriving Under 'Sanctions' Against Anartheid 

Politicians Welcome Mandela, Snub Natives 


I f only there were some way to har¬ 
ness into energy all the bombast 
and mendacity that filled City Hall 
Square and Queen’s Park during the 
recent Nelson Mandela visit, Canada 
would need neither fossil fuels nor 
atomic energy. Just as the Americans 
who welcomed Mandela showed no 
embarrassment over revelations that 
the CIA was responsible for his arrest in 
1962, so did Canadian officials show 
none for allowing their police to work 
with South African police in photo¬ 
graphing anti-apartheid demonstrators 
here; more than one returning South 
African citizen has been imprisoned on 
the basis of these photographs. Beam¬ 
ing local officials were shovelling with 
both hands to augment Canada’s 
chances of hosting the Olympics. 

Industrial leaders’ feelings on South 
Africa were best summed up by Garfield 
Weston, who employed thousands of 
blacks in his South African Milling 
Company Ltd. and stated publicly that 
South Africa “was never a black coun¬ 
try.” He said of native rights: “every little 
pickaninny or black mammy can call on 
the government for a solution to any 
social problem. ” We saw at Sharpeville 
and Soweto how South Africa solves its 
racial problems. 

As for the myth of Canadian sanc¬ 
tions against South Africa, we should 
note that on March 31 1978 the Cana¬ 
dian government announced that it 
would reduce trade with South Africa; 
instead, trade more than doubled dur- ! 
ing the next four years from $250 to 
$600 million. Such South African prod- ! 
ucts as raw sugar were allowed to enter | 


Canada at prices higher than those 
of the world market under a Com¬ 
monwealth preferential agreement, 
even after South Africa left the 
Commonwealth. In Namibia, such 
Canadian firms as Falconbridge 
and Etosha have purchased black 
labour under slave conditions from 
South African contractors. 

While Canada publicly con¬ 
demned Thatcher’s abandoning of 
sanctions last October, Joe Clark 
declined to propose any additional 
sanctions on the grounds that they 
would do more to hurt Canadian 
interests than to dent apartheid— 
this in the wake of his own external 
affairs department issuing figures 
that showed trade between Canada 
and South Africa was up from the 
previous year’s levels. (Winnipeg 
Free Press 11-10-89 pA19.) 

Canada’s support of an arms em¬ 
bargo against South Africa did not 
prevent the Canadian Space and 
Research Corporation from selling 
arms to South Africa through CIA 
| connections. Anyone who has 
studied the South African situation 
is aware that the country could 
never maintain apartheid without 
the diplomatic and economic sup¬ 
port of the USA and its satellites, 
including Canada. For instance, 
between 1975 and 1977 the U.S.- 
dominated International Monetary 
(Murder) Fund supplied South Af¬ 
rica with $543 million; during this 
period South Africa’s military out¬ 
lays increased by $430 million. 

It is really sad to see Mandela, a 


courageous freedom fighter who has 
already suffered so much for this 
country, forced to publicly endorse 
this charade of pretending that the 
USA and Canada are opposing apart¬ 
heid in the foredoomed hope of ex¬ 
tracting a meaningful boycott of South 
Africa in return. During his Toronto 
visit, External Affairs supplied a final 
twist of the screw by pressuring the 
sponsoring African National Congress 
into withdrawing an invitation to a 
native spokesperson to speak, result¬ 
ing in a boycott of the event by local 
native groups. The Toronto Star gave 
this a cursory mention on page two 
which failed to mention the Canadian 
government’s role, but the rightwing 
Johannesburg Star played it up big on 
page one; South Africa is always 
happy to expose the hypocrisy of 
those who criticize its policies. 

Why were the feds so anxious to 
keep a native from speaking? Perhaps 
they didn't want parallels drawn be¬ 
tween our natives’ plight and that of 
black South Africans; a native speaker 
just might have reminded the audience 
that the Bantustans were patterned 
after Canada’s native reserves, which 
officials came here to study before 
setting up their own concentration 
camps. Or, the speaker might have 
alluded to the (then) ongoing Meech 
Lake crisis, in which Elijah Harper had 
demonstrated that Canada’s native 
people have little to lose if Canada falls 
apart. Clearly the politicians were 
determined to prevent the euphoria 
surrounding Mandela’s visit from 
being punctured by a note of reality. 
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W hile North American newspa¬ 
pers gleefully report environ¬ 
mental disasters in Eastern 
Europe and the USSR, they are less 
likely to discuss the ones they them¬ 
selves create in their own backyard. 
For instance, the New York Times 
printed exactly seven articles (accord¬ 
ing to an indexed data base) about the 
newspaper industry’s role in defores¬ 
tation between 1979 and mid-May 
1990. Besides being one of the 
weightiest, and certainly (with no 
comics) one of the dullest newspapers 
on the continent, the Times produces 
vast quantities of newsprint to sell to 
others. Its corporate parent has a 
49% interest in three Canadian paper 
mills (two in Quebec, one in Ontario) 
and an 80% interest in a Maine mill. 
Together, the mills produce almost 
one million tons of newsprint a year. 
The Times has run four times as many 
stories about Brazil’s disappearing 
forests as it has about Canada’s. (Left 
Business Observer.) 

WORTHINGTON WRONG AGAIN 
After the hypocrisy of Toronto’s 
welcome to Mandela, it is almost a 
relief to turn to the clearcut, honest (if 
somewhat Neanderthalian) prose of 
the Toronto Scum, which wants us to 
lift what sanctions we do employ 
against South Africa. On June 24 
Peter Worthington, one of the chief 
scumbags, suggested that the indus¬ 
trial countries are hypocritical in boy¬ 
cotting South Africa while aiding the 
black regime of Mobutu in Zaire to the 
tune of $4 billion since 1982, of which 
$54 million came from Canada. As he 
points out, Mobutu runs a one-man 
military junta, transfers whatever aid 


isn’t spent on the military to his for¬ 
eign bank accounts and executes 
opponents on unspecified charges. 

Worthington admits that the USA 
helped Mobutu grab power thirty 
years ago, but claims that he was 
“the best of a sorry lot fighting for 
power.” This of course is hogwash. 
When Belgium granted the Congo 
(now Zaire) independence in 1960 its 
leader was Patrice Lumumba, who 
had the quaint idea that the country’s 
natural resources should be used to 
improve the peoples’ living stan¬ 
dards rather than to enrich American 
capitalists. The USA destabilized 
the country, arranged for Lumumba 
to be murdered in the successionist 
Katanga province, and then installed 
Mobutu as dictator and helped him 
crush the Katanga independists. 
Canada went along with all this; 
when the American eagle swoops in 
for the kill, we can be sure that the 
Canadian jackal will be skulking 
about nearbyfor a piece of the car- 
I cass. 

If Canada and the USA were really 
| opposing apartheid, Worthington 
would be justified in seeing a contra¬ 
diction, but this is not the case. In 
both South Africa and Zaire, we are 
supporting regimes which oppress 
black people. The fact that one is 
headed by blacks, the other by 
whites is of secondary importance. 


ANARCHIST HOTLINE 

For information on upcoming events of 
interest to the anarchist or activist com¬ 
munity, or if you know of an event the com¬ 
munity should know about, call the anar¬ 
chist hotline, 535-5731. 


Thursday, July 5: 

Protest Indonesian genocide in East 
Timor. ACT and the East Timor Alert 
Network are organizing a demonstra¬ 
tion from 12 ‘til 2 pm at the Indone¬ 
sian Consulate, 425 University Ave., 
just south of Dundas St.. For more 
information, call 960-2228. 
Thursday and Friday, July 12 and 
13: Toronto premiers Through The 
Wire'; a film about 3 female political 
prisoners held in the infamous Lex¬ 
ington high security unit. 8 and 9:30 
pm at the Euclid Theatre, 394 College 
Street. 

Prison Justice Day - The Wimmin 
Prisoners Survival Network is inter¬ 
ested in doing something for Prison 
Justice Day (August 10). If you think 
you'd like to help, please leave a 
message on the hotline (535-5731). 
How about squatting in Toronto? If 
you're interested, leave a message 
on the hotline! (535-5731) 

Kathedral B is looking for a vegan, 
gay- and lesbian-positive 
profeminist,tidy and rent-conscious, 
male or female to inhabit a room 
starting July. Call Deb or Lorraine at 
530-0995. 


Ecomedia Toronto 


Ecomedia is an international ’wire service' that acts 
as an alternative to regular news services. We foe us on 
news and often censored information on autonomous 
and anarchist resistance and analysis of current 
events. 

Ecomedia Toronto is a local office involved in 
three main projects: a radio show every Wednesday 
on CKLN 88.1 FM between 7 and 8 pm on the 'Word 
of Mouth' program; also another radio spot at 
12:15pm on CIUT 89.5 FM; and the bulletin in your 
hands. Published bi-weekly and free at locations 
around the city; subscriptions are $15/yr (26 issues) 
mailed monthly to cut costs. Order from the address 
on the front with cheques or M.O.’s payable to 
Ecomedia. 












